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Diplomats point to problems in llha de Mocambique

“Serious” problems on polling day in llha de Mocambique are highlighted in an otherwise
anodyne statement by an observer group of 67 people drawn from diplomatic missions and
co-operation agencies based in Mozambique and coordinated by UNDP.

The full statement is in English only, and is posted on our website:
www.elections2009.cip.org.mz. The statement gives no further details, but Ilha de
Mocambique had major problems in local elections last year. Problems this year were
similar, if somewhat less serious.

As in 2004 there seemed to be organised disruption of the queues and attempts to
discourage older people from voting — older voters are believed to be more likely to support
Renamo. In some instances, the polling station staff controlling the queue picked out
younger people to vote and left older voters standing for long periods; some gave up and
went home.

There was also a very large presence of “observers” from Forum Mog¢ambicano da
Observacéo Eleitoral (FOMOE), which is a Frelimo-aligned observer group. There were
1435 national observers registered in Nampula (40% of all national observers) and most of
those were FOMOE. There were complaints both in llha de Mo¢cambique and elsewhere in
the province of FOMOE “observers” taking an active role in the voting process, such as
giving instructions to polling station presidents and being involved is crowd control and
choosing who should vote.

Ballot box stuffing and invalidation of votes was also seen on Ilha de Mogambique,
and there are several reports of polling station presidents refusing to accept official protests
from Renamo.

Will polling station EPC Esturro be prosecuted?

Fraudulent invalidation of opposition votes by polling station staff was admitted to be a
problem by the National Elections Commission (CNE) in its declaration of results on
Wednesday. The CNE has left investigation and prosecution to the police and public
prosecutors office, but it has destroyed most of the evidence, so prosecution will be virtually
impossible. For one case, however, there is evidence.

MDM made a video during the count in EPC Esturro in Beira. Pictures of falsely
invalidated votes for Daviz Simango, taken from the video, were published here in Election
Bulletin 34 and in some Maputo newspapers. Further pictures here show the polling station
staff doing something surreptitious with the ballot papers, and show the tally on the
classroom blackboard, which shows only 23 nulos and a large majority for Daviz Simango,



compared to a majority for Armando Guebuza that appeared in the edital and 124 nulos and
that finally appeared in the pile on the classroom floor.
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Official count by provincial elections commissions

The penultimate step in the counting process is the provincial count by the 11 provincial
elections commissions. The final result is based on these results plus the requalified nulos,
and is compared to the computerised tabulation, which was also done at provincial level. A
summary of the official provincial results is posted on our websites:
www.eleicoes2009.cip.org.mz and www.elections2009.cip.org.mz
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