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Huge question over Beira results 
 
The Beira City Elections Commission (CEC) on Tuesday issued the official intermediate 
results, which are sharply different from the parallel count done by the Electoral 
Observatory. 
 
For Mayor, the two counts agree, with the CEC giving Daviz Simango 61.9% and the 
Electoral Observatory giving him 62.1%. Thus it comes as a surprise that the CEC gives 
Frelimo a majority of 52.7% in the municipal assembly vote, while the Electoral 
Observatory gives Frelimo only 41%. 
 
So far, the Electoral Observatory has been remarkably accurate, coming very close to 
the final results – as it does for mayor in Beira. Thus the huge difference between the 
CEC and the Observatory is totally unexpected and unexplained. 
 
STAE stopped its own provisional count for Beira with only 2/3 of the vote included, but 
the percentages are also quite close to the Electoral Observatory. The table below gives 
full details of all three sets of figures. 
 
 CEC Beira   Electoral Observatory  STAE 
 intermediate  parallel count  provisional 
Lourenço Bulha 43 304 33.90%  41 386 33.79%  35.36% 
Manuel Pereira 3 029   2 863 2.34%  2.40% 
António Romão 1 796   1 673 1.37%  1.48% 
Filipe Alfredo  505    474 0.39%  0.82% 
Daviz Simango 79 150 61.90%  76 086 62.12%  59.95% 
        
Frelimo 67 356 52.70%  49 280 41.02%  41.09% 
Renamo  38 468 30.10%  45 822 38.10%  37.98% 
PDD 2 323   2 725 2.26%  2.34% 
PIMO 3 828   4 108 3.42%  3.98% 
GDB 15 809 12.40%  18 207 15.15%  14.61% 
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Renamo raises the stakes in Nacala 
 
Renamo has raised the stakes in Nacala by giving to the Bulletin, CIP and the Electoral 
Observatory copies of the editais its delegates received in 95 of the 99 polling stations in 
Nacala. These correspond almost exactly with the numbers collected by the Electoral 
Observatory in its parallel count, differing at most by one or two votes and even that in 
only a handful of polling stations.  
 
This confirms the numbers given by the Observatory, showing that a second round of 
polling will be required, and not the numbers issues by the City Elections Commission 
(Comissão de Eleições da Cidade, CEC), which indicate Frelimo candidate Chale 
Ossufu had more than 50% of the vote. By giving copies of the editais to independent 
observers, Renamo is making clear to the CNE that it would be in a position to mount a 
challenge to the Constitutional Council if the result is different from the one shown on the 
editais. Giving copies of editais in this way to independent observers is totally 
unprecedented for Renamo. 
 
On 22 November Renamo made a formal protest to the Nampula Provincial Election 
Commission, challenging both the accuracy of the results announced by the Nacala 
CEC, but also the way they were announced. Renamo says the intermediate results 
were agreed and signed by only 9 of the 11 members of the city election commission, 
excluding the two Renamo members. It also says that only the final numbers were given 
to the CEC to agree, and not a full table with results by polling station. 
 

Intermediate results 
 
Unexpectedly, there is no system to distribute in Maputo the official intermediate results 
issued by the city and district election commissions. So we have asked our 
correspondents to supply them. We are posting these results as we collect them on our 
website. At present we have results for only 17 municipalities. 
 

More nullified votes 
 
In watching the requalification of invalid votes at the CNE in the past two days, we have 
seen at least two more places, Gondola and Monapo, where votes for Renamo seem to 
have had an extra ink mark put on them to make them invalid. In all cases, there was a 
series of votes with the extra mark in a very similar place. Gondola had a parallel count 
so we were able to check. Sure enough, a single polling station (0926) stood out, with 
13% nulos compared to the unusually low total for Gondola of only 2% invalid. There is 
no way of knowing for sure if the improperly invalidated votes came from that polling 
station, but it seems likely. 
 
Comment? 
Afraid to tell the boss the bad news? 
 
Senior Frelimo officials have been trumpeting victory in both the Nacala mayoral race 
and in the Beira assembly context since last week, when parallel counts showed this to 
be unlikely. In Nacala the CEC has not yet posted the final results, as required by law, 
but seems to have found an extra 1000 votes for the Frelimo candidate. In Beira the 
STAE provisional count stopped before it reached 100%, and now the CEC has 
announced a result which many do not find credible. 
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In both cases the National Election Commission will be forced to consider the data from 
the polling station results sheets (editais) being input into the computer systems by the 
provincial elections commissions, and use that if it does not agree with the intermediate 
results from the CECs. And if the final results are not accurate, then Renamo and Daviz 
Simango will simply take their copies of the editais to the Constitutional Council and 
appeal. 
 
The high numbers for Frelimo in these two contests that do not correspond to parallel 
counts begin to feel like panic. Are senior officials in Beira and Nacala afraid to tell 
Frelimo that it lost, and so have inflated the numbers a bit, knowing that the CNE will 
take away the extra votes? Perhaps they feel it is better for the CNE to take blame. 
                                       Joseph Hanlon 
 
Small correction 
In Bulletin 16 in the lead article “Count proceeding with more openness” the first 
sentence of the 4th paragraph should read 
“The process has been more open and efficient than in the past.” 
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