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Voting opens in Nacala

High turnouts in suburban neighbourhoods and lower turnouts in the centre of the city
marked the opening of voting in Nacala today, Wednesday 11 February. Voters are
having to queue in the rain, and heavy rain over the past few days has caused some
problems with access to polling stations on the edge of the city.

This is the second round contest for mayor after no candidate gained more than half
the vote in the 19 November election. Frelimo candidate Chalé Ossufo received 49.8%
against 47.8% for the present mayor and Renamo candidate Manuel dos Santos.

An incident in the strongly Renamo Murrupulane neighbourhood delayed opening
there. Renamo party representatives in polling stations in the local school insisted that
the cardboard cabins where voters mark their ballot papers face in such a way that
polling station staff and observers can see people while the vote. This is as shown in
the manual for polling station staff, but many polling station presidents and observers
feel this compromises the secrecy of the vote, and turn the cabin around the other
way, with the opening facing a wall. Eventually one Renamo party delegate was
expelled by the police, which caused protests by the 600 people waiting to vote. Other
Renamo delegates calmed the crowd, the police withdrew, and voting began.

Our correspondent also noted a Frelimo flag flying, illegally, at the school.

Mozambique Political Process Bulletin

Editor: Joseph Hanlon (j.hanlon@open.ac.uk)

Deputy editor: Adriano Nuvunga -- Research assistant: Tania Frechauth
Material may be freely reprinted and circulated. Please cite the Bulletin.

Prior issues available online: http://www.tinyurl.com/mozamb
Published by AWEPA, the European Parliamentarians for Africa, and CIP, Centro de Integridade
Publica

To subscribe: Para assinar:

In English: http://tinyurl.com/mz-en-sub
Em Portugués: http://tinyurl.com/mz-pt-sub
To unsubscribe: http://tinyurl.com/mz-en-unsub

Also on the web: Também nainternet:
In English: http://www.cip.org.mz/pub2008/index_en.asp
Em Portugués: http://www.cip.org.mz/pub2008/




